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Folitical
Attachment

THE M.V.D, OFF‘ICEBS' SCHOOL, KUVBYSHEV

(Note: FExcept where otherwise stated the term "M.V.D."
throughout this report is used in the sense of a
Ministry separate from the K.G.D. before the latter
was absorbed by it in the spring of 1953.

A list of personalities will be found in Appendix nyt
to this report.) '

" CHANGE OF SCHOOL's NAME
3. - For reasons unknown |:the name of the school was changed 25X
about November, 1951, to SHKOLA DLYA KURSOV USOVERSHENSTVOVANIYA OFITSERSKOGO

SOSTAVA M.V.D. (School for Advanced Instruction of M.V.D. Officer Fersonnel).

fhia did not, however, cause any change in the cqrriculuin already commenced. 25X

\—/ Although there was nothin% a.f the entrange to indicate @at _,,t.he o5X1
establishment was, many KUYBYSHEV inhabitants epparently knew that it was some

so& of M.V.D. school.

SUFERVISION OF SCHOOL 28X

Le the

/school was <.
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achool wes subord:ma‘te to the UFRAVLENHE 7 h‘?’\WO-UC,‘I-IEB\Tﬂ(I'I ZAVEDENPJ M. V D.
(Dlrectorate of Military Educational Esteblishments of the M.V. D.), located
et ohar1ko=1‘odsh1pn1korvsloaya Ulitsa No. 6, MOSCOW (near the Stalin Motor
Works - Zavod imeni Stelina).  Officers in M.V.D. unifoms from there (in
particular Lieute;nant-Colonei ZAITSEV (frnu) of the _'department dealing with
instruction of Marxism/Leninism - see Appendix "A") visited the schbul in
the spring of 1952 and 1953 in order to supervise the annual examinations.
All questiong prepared for the examinations hac to be approw.red by them before
the examinations took place. Tor this purpose an Examination Commission

(Ekzamenatsionnaya Komissiya) was set up from among the teachers with the

senior visiting officer as Chairman.

25X1

CLOSURE OF SCHOOL

the school had no connection whatever with

6.

the M.G.B. 25X1

the fuunctions of the .V.D. before the #.G.x.
was absorbed by it, was mainly concerred with the -

SEPREE: 25Xt
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25X1

supervision of forced labour camps and the provision of labour forces for the

various state constructionel projects.

There were rumours amongst 25X1

students and teachers of the school in April and May, 1953, to the effect that

. it was to be closed on completion of the current course in the summer of 1953.

no official announcement regarding the 25X1

school's future had been made.

25X1

Captain SAFRONOV (see Appendix "A"), had been a fellow-teacher at

the school. the school had been aefinitely clesed 25X
down at the end of August, 1953, he had been dismissed from the M.V.D..

and was trying to obtain a post as political lecturer at the educational branch
of the MOSCOW Obkompartii (Dom Partiynogo Frosveshcheniya Obkompartii). . The

reason for the closure was not known.

ORGANISATION OF SCHOOL

7'. Total number of persons at the scheool was approximately 200, of which
about 160 were students, 19 teachers, and the _remainder administrative and
politicel personnel, etc..

8. For instructional purposes the school was divided into the following
five syndicates ("TSIKLY"):

(a) Sotsial nyy-Ekoncmicheskiy-Distsiplinnyd Tsildl (Social, Lconomic snd
Disciplinary Syndicate)

Subjects covered were: political econcmy, history of the Communist
Party, party political activities in the Joviet Amy. (Partpolitrabota
v Armii), and the principles of military instruction (0snovy Vbinskog,o
Vospitaniya) .

There were five male teachers.

Yuridicheskiy Tsill (Juridical Syndicate)

Suﬁjec‘ts covered were: criminal law (Ugolovnqp Pravo), civil lew
(Grazhdanskop Pravo), labour law (Sovetskog Trudovop Pravo), and
the general organisation of Soviet courts (Sudoust rosstvo).

There were two male ani two female teachers.

Spetsiyaluyd Tsikl (Special Syndicate)

! B
Subjects covered by it were mostly connected with

SEaney J5lasning -
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~

_planning, f'inancg and ad:niniatration - with particular emphaais on
N
practical exercises as distinct fmm the theoretiocal instmotion

in economics given under pamgraph 8 (a) a.bove. Access to it for

teachers not employed in it was diffioult

some instruction .

~on matters of 8 secz_f%ig, pdlviticalvnéthreb (sucin as the rurning of
forced labour ca.n.pa) mey have been given there.
There were four ma.le 'beachcrs. ‘

Tsikl Russkogo Ya Jka i Litera.tu:y (andicate of Russian Langunge
and Literature)

The general sta.n&nrd of instruction did mnot exceed that of secondary
school (orednyaya Shkola) . o

There were one rma.lo and two feﬁ)&le teaohers.,

(e‘)' Tgikl Taktiki i F1alchesko,$ Podgotovk:. (Tact:.cs and Physical Training
Syndicate .

uubjccts covercd were military drill, phy31cal training and sport.
iThere were three male tcachers. . |
9. ~ Apart fram the above-mentioned syndicates, all of which formed part
of the so-called UCHEBNN OTDEL (Teaching Section}, subject listed thc follow-
_ing non-teaching sections: » ‘
{a) Sanchast’ (Medical Section)
(b) Finchast' (Financial Section)
Prodveshchsnabzhenip ‘(Sup; 1y Seqt,,ion}
(a8) Otdel Kadrov (Personncl Sectio.{)

(e) Politchast' (Political Section)

VARIQUS TYPES OF TEACHERS

10. Of the teachers mentioncd above, two in paragraph 8 (b), two in
paragroph 8 (@) and one in paragraph 8 (a) were civilians employed by the
Directorate of Military Edt‘xcationsl Dstablishments of the M.V D on a temporary,
‘unestabllshed basis for the express purpose of giving instruction 4n their
rc.apectlvc spcclalltles. Those in paragreph 3 (b) had previously woxked in
Sovict courts, those in paragraph 8 (d) hed been teachcrs of Russm.n in

" secondrry schools, and the one in paregraph 8 (a) was a graduate in political

cconamy of MOSCOW University. | they had been offercd 25)515)(1
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'»:their employment at the-KUFBYSHEV schoel (or directed to it) by the Personnel

.lsections of their former places of work,

‘ ]..1.» ) Ihe remainder of the teschers were all officers in M.V, D. military

- uniform and had presunably obtained their posts in e similar way to the atudents -
(se_e paragraph 15 below). For instance, Captain SAFRONOV (see Appendix nav)
wgé a former artillery oi’fice:, aged abquf'thi'z-ty-five, who had obtained his:
M.V.D. poét after demobilization in 1947 J‘cl'x.xvr.u.lgh personal connevs'l;ions. Before
the Second World War he had attended the KUYBYSHEV Pedagogical Institﬁte and

. was a trained teacher of Russian. Some of them, like the Head of the Tesching '
Segtion - a Lieutenant/Colonel eaming 4, 000 roubles a: month, who had not com-
pleted éecondary‘ school - were not well-educated. | |

12, On the whole, hoﬁever; both the civilian and uniformed teachers had

in most cases had some form of hiéher education and frcm this. point of view

: 25X1
were superior not only to the students but also to the non-teaching pgrsonnel

of the school.

M.V.D. officers in general regarded themselves as some form

of el:.te, not ‘subject to the regulatlons observed by ordinary citizens.

EDUCATIONAL BACKGKOUND OF STUDENTS

, 25X1
13. ’ the main purpose of the KUJBYSHEV school was to

improve the géneral standard of education of M.V.D. officers, with particular

empﬁasis on finance, economics’ and administration, which together const'i‘cuted

about 5Q@6 of all instruction. The general level of i.rr_«‘:elligenceénd education

- was surprisingly low. None of the students had attended a full course of
instﬁcti&n at ’a Higher Eﬁucational‘Establishment » although a few had studied

» part-time at Higher Evening Institutes. Only about 25% of therﬁ hed hed a

. secondary (Srednqp) or secondary'technical (Srednep tekhnicheskqe) education,
the remainder having merely attendeu elementary sachool ;(‘Tachal nsye Shkola) .
Many of them spoke and wrote Russian badly, had pract:.cally no knowledze of

~Russian literature and could be cofisidered semi-literate.

SFRRET -
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UNIFORMS OF STUDENTS

N : . ' ! R / N .
. All students were officers of the M.V.D. and wore the MoV.D. military

uniform, i.e., khaki-green Soviet Army tunics and breeches, peaked caps with / '

blue crowns =ni red cap-bands, cdllar-be.dge# (iPetlits;y) of red with blue piping,

and shoulder-boards with blue piping. About ZQ/'S of tho shoulder~boaris were

naz;réwer‘than the usual Soviet Anmy ones and hed a silver background; these 25X1
' referred to as -"Intcndantski? Pogony ", | meant .

administrative, legal..b medical, veterinary grades, etc..'v The remaining 80

25X1

. wore shoulder-boards of various amms of service, such as infantry, artillery,

tanks and even air force. All shoulder-boards without excé;g_tion had tyé dis- .

tinctive blue piping of the M.V.D.. Ranks varied from Junior Lieutenant to /

Lieu*enant-Colonel; there was only one of the latter.

RECRUITMENT AND TRANSFER OF 3TUDENTS TO THE M.V.D.

5. L

Tthe students at the school

all of them had been

officers of the Soviet Amy or Air Force during the Second Wgrld War ana had
either been offered jobs in the ¥.V.D. on demobilfisation or had obtained them
as a result of persyonal contacts with the M.V.D. during the war. They all had
- to go thrqugh the formal process of demobilisation, but were then reinst)atea'
in the M.V.D. in the last rank held before demobilisation. A’bouf 40% of the -
officers were on an unestablished basis of employment with the 3.V.D. a.n:i\ were
still registered as reserve officers of their previous am of sgrvicel at their
iocal RagvQpnkomat. The remainder were pemanent, established officers of Ltlrie

M.V.D. and wevre registered for military service with the latter, their _n&még_

having been struck off the Reyvopnkomat registers. 25X1.

in some cases

pemanent status wes acquired through personal acquaintance on the "old‘boyl’ net”.

Average age of the students was 37 to 38, the youngest being 26 and the oldest 43.

PAY OF STUDENIS

16. Up to Septembery 1952, the pemmanent M.V.D. officers received, in
additioh to their normel M.ViD. pay (which varied between 750 snd 1,300 roubles

monthly), additional pay for their rank (e.y., Lieutenant - 500 roubles, 3enior

Q:ﬂn:‘ ‘ L. s n!i‘*‘":hﬂh"‘.
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Lieutenant - 600 roubles, Captain - 700 roubles, Major - ‘900 roubles,
Lieutenant-Colonel - 1,100 ‘i‘oublves monthly) similar to that in the Soviet Armmy
proper. As the temporary M.V.D. officers did not receive renk pay or anything
else in lieu of it much dissatisfaction and envy were caused.

17. In September, 1952, hw&er,‘ rank pay was abolished for all M.V.D.
officers, although it apparently remained in force in the Soviet Amy proper.
This measure, which was asuociated in 'the minds of the students with ilinister
KRUGLOV, wes naturaily most unpopular and seriously affected the morale‘ of the
-studen’r;s during the remainder of subject's stay at the school.  Drunkenness,

- debauchery _and a general lack of interest in their studies became more comzr;on.'
'i‘hé off'i'cial reason given for the withdrawel of rank pay, i.e., that Athe shary
’dmp in the cost 6f 1iving and the increased well-being that had taken place in
thevU.B.S.R. in the last five years or so made such & privilege unnecessary,
was not acéepted by the students. A few of filem wrote anonymous letters of
complaint to EERM. T

(_Iioié_: MtihoughI:hhe students a._ppare%ntly regarded KRUGLO‘I a3 theirogyy
Minister, it was generally assumed that CER}h was still the main influence in
the M.V.D. behind the scenes.)

18. .e;fter STALIN's death a.nd‘BERIQ’L's official appointment as the néw M.V.D.
Minister rumours begh.n to circulate in thé school to the effect that rank pay
would bé restored and that conditions of service generally would be improved.
No change took place, however, whilst subject reweined in M.V D enployment,

nor did he hear of any such subsequent develogment.

RACIAL ORIGIN OF 3STUDENTS

19. ) The majority of the students at the school were of Great Russian and25x1

Ukrainien nationality.

About 12%% were of nationalities of the

U.S.3.R. other than Russisn, e.g., Tartars, Central Asians, Caucagians, Bashkirs.
About 5,‘}3'were Jews. There was no discrimination on the part of the schcol 25X1

staff against the non-Russian minorities or the Jews, and

anti-Semitism or anti-racial f‘eeling amongst the students themse;tves.

~ SECRET
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COMI'ON FACTORS AMONGST STUDENTS
UNCODED

20.

‘many of them had been rather

seriously wounded, though not disabled, during the Second World VWar. And, es

mentioned in paragraph 13 above, their educational standard was pretty low.

The nearest approach to a common type

was that of ammy sergeant-major, i.e., they were ignorant and aggressive, and
had little knowledge of anything outside the limited sphere of barrecks and

parade-ground.

POLITICAL SUPERVISION IN THE SCHOOL

21. The Political Section of the school always kept a watchful eye on the

political line presented in the teachers' lectures. this
Section received directives and instructions in this respect from superiors in

the Politotdel of the Upravlenie Voenno-Uchebnykh Zavedeniy M.V.D. in MOSCOA.
¥

‘ 25X1

Supervision of lectures at the

KU¥BYSHEV school was exercised by members of the Politchast there, who sat in,

lectures on an aversge twice & month, as well as by 25X1
‘the occasional visitors from MO3COW (see paragraph L sbove). The Politchast pre-
sumably made periodical reports on the teachers and the teaching to the Politotdel
in MOSCOW, and certainly advised (if they did not order) the Head of the school on
political matters. Personal relations between the Head of the Schocl and the Head
of the Folitchast were not good, each apparently regarding the other as inferior

in intelligence, education and military experience. The fomer would not, how-

ever, refuse to aczest political advice from the latter.

22. \—[ lectures on political econo,uj \—[ largely guided = 25X1

by leading articles in "Pravdad" wnd the journass " Bolshevik" and "Voprosy

/Ekonomiki" ...
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. < ) .
Ekonomiki" as to the current party line.
—— SR A

after the death of 3TALIN, swhen

the STALIN cult (Kult Lichnosti) began to be criticised in the Joviet press| |
' ‘emphasis placéd instead on the ccllective leadérship of the Communist Party.' 25X1
24, In acldi.tion to the‘ activities of the Politchast there was a close
liaison "petween the school émd the KUWWBYSHRY Ragkompartii, as the school was
nominally subordinate to the Ragkom as & primary party organisation (Pervi chnayva.
Organisatsiya) . Communist Party members of the school had to attend party
meetings on an aversge once a month; these were held at the school, and membsrs
of the Ragkom were present on only three or four occasions durang subject's stay

25X1

in K¥BYSHEV. discirlinary matters concerned with personal

behaviour or of a minor qature not connected with the school curriculum or
methéds of teaching were discuésed with the RaJkom. The Ragkom had, in his
opinion. little or no influence over the school's organisation from a political
point of Vi‘ﬁfw-i . ‘i}his could é‘n.:l'yn(‘:ome from the Politotdel of the Upi‘avlem‘:ga 25X

Vopnno-Uchebnykh Zavedeniy }.V:Di“in MOSCOW.

~ SEGRET
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LIST OF M.V.D. PERSONALITIED 25X1

————

/ Attachment

At_the Directorate of Military Educational Establishments of the M.V.D., MD3COW

Colonel’ NIKIFOROV (fnu) - Head of the section .re.a.ponsible for the
o teaching of Marxism/Leninism.

\
Lieutenant-Colonel ZA¥TSEV (fnu) Deputy to Colonel NIKIFOROV,
Colonel MASIOV (fnu) Head of Personnel Section.

Major PROTOSENYA _ Officer in Personnel Section.

At the M.V.D. School, KUJBY3IHEV

Co‘lonel TARATORKIN ( fnu) » Head of Courses (Nachal'mik Kursov).

Colonel MELEDIN (fnu) Political Officer (Zampolit).

S

" Major VadFilig Sergepvich FEGOV Heed of the Social, Economic and Disciplin-
= . . ery Syndicate./

25X1

Ca.ptain\{ivgenis SAFRONOV X Lecturer on Communist Perty History in ‘ .
Social, Economic end Disciplinary syndicate.

Lieutenant FUFARV (fnu) Lecturer on Cammunist Party History in
' : Social, Economic and Disciplinary Syrdicate.

Lieutenant-Colonel ZHUKOV.(fnu) Head of Tactics and Physical Training
Syndicate. ’

Lieutenant-Colonel KORUBKOV Head of Juridicsl Syndicate.
(fma) ‘ :

Lieutenant VASIN (fnu) Head of Syndicate of Russian Lenguage and
Literature.

Major PUKHOV (fnu) Head of Special Syndicate.

Major (ieditsinskog Sluzhby) Head of ledical Section. [ ]
aivoEy (£ou) —

Lieutenait (Meditsinskoy Sluzhby) Female doctor in Medical Section.
POGODINA (fnu)

\

Major DORASEV (fnu) Was Head of Financial Section until he.
retired because of age in summer of 1952.

Captain VOVK (fnu) Heed ¢ € Surnly Section until beginning of

1953, when n: was transferred to an
unknown destination. Ukrainian.

MET /Senior .. .
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Senior Lieutenant KUPARIN (fnu) Head of Personnel Section. -

Valentina BERNSHTEYN Lecturer in the Juridical Secu.on;25X1

Senior Lieutenant SORIN (fnu) Physical training instructor in the Tactics25X1
and Physi ini 3 i

SECRET
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